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FOR WHOM THE SCHOOLBELL TOLLS: 
HEMINGWAY, NAFTA, SOREN K. AND GEN ED 
Thomas J. Cunningham 
Hemingway, NAFTA, Soren K. and Gen Ed. What, you ask, have they in 
common? In a phrase, the environmental slogan: think globally, act locally. But that's the 
sum, not the substance of my argument. 
Hemingway, NAFTA, Health Security and Academics 
Ernest Hemingway, of course, drew the title of his political romance from a 
climactic question in John Donne's oft quoted meditation. Donne had established his 
geological metaphor that a clod oi earth is inescapably part of its continent and drew the 
moral that what befalls one ineluctably impacts the other. Hemingway's novel-now 
nearly sixty years old-issued a clarion call for his age to side against tyranny in the 
struggle that wracked Spain. That he favored surrogates of a socialist communism which 
in its homeland had already slaughtered millions of its citizens over representatives of a 
still nascent Nazi madness and that he used a heroic figure, the engineer Robert Jordan, to 
advance the cause of classless socialism only document the blindness of his class and the 
superficial analysis he made. 
Intellectual confusion and superficial analysis were also illustrated in discussions 
concerning the recently enacted North American Free Trade Act, NAFT A. I hope not to 
add to either here. For I cite NAFTA merely to call attention to a fact, one that a glance 
·around our homes makes obvious. Computers in our study, TV, VCR, and stereo 
equipment in our living room, clothes and shoes in our closet, cars and yard equipment in 
our garage: all silently declare that we inescapably live in and generally benefit from a 
global market. 
And to a considerable extent the same global economic forces now drive the 
debate, long overdue, about America's Health Security Bill. This, of course, does not 
gainsay other factors in the debate: large numbers of citizens who lack coverage, the high 
cost of health care and even health insurance, etc. Still, the fact that the United States is 
the only industrialized nation which lacks universal health care significantly impacts our 
major corporations in their attempts at world commerce and serves to explain the urgency 
of the pending debate. 
Academic persons easily perceive the hidden agenda behind arguments raised by 
the most vocal opponents of NAFTA and National Health Security. Thus, trade unions 
opposing NAFTA appear like contemporary Luddites, bent on protecting jobs of their 
members at enormous fmancial cost to others. In like manner, academics glimpse the self 
interest which galvanizes health insurance agencies and physicians groups to oppose 
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n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  c a r e :  t h e  f o r m e r  f e a r  t h e  o u t r i g h t  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  m a n y  a g e n c i e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  
a  f e w  g i a n t s ,  w h i l e  p h y s i c i a n s  d i s c e r n  t h e  g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  r o l e  p r i m a r y  c a r e  n u r s e s  w i l l  
h a v e  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  o r d i n a r y  h e a l t h  c a r e  .  
T h e  g r e a t  q u e s t i o n  f o r  a c a d e m i c s  i s ,  h o w  d i s c e r n i n g  a r e  w e  w h e n  q u e s t i o n s  i n  
w h i c h  w e  h a v e  a  v e s t e d  ' i n t e r e s t  a r i s e ?  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  i s  s u c h  a  q u e s t i o n .  A n d  i t  i s  
h e r e ,  l i k e  p h y s i c i a n s  w i t h  H e a l t h  S e c u r i t y  a n d  u n i o n s  w i t h  N A F T  A ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  a p t  t o  
i d e n t i f y  o u r  i n t e r e s t  w i t h  t h a t  o f  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  
a r e  r e l a t e d ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i d e n t i c a l .  F o r  w h i l e  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  a t  G V S U  i s  a  d e c i d e d l y  
l o c a l  p h e n o m e n o n ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  l i k e  N A F T A  a n d  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  S e c u r i t y ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  a l l  
p e r s o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a c a d e m i c s ,  t o  t h i n k  g l o b a l l y .  F o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  l i k e  t h e  S a t u r n  w o r k e r s  
i n  T e n n e s s e e  a  d e c a d e  a g o ,  d e s e r v e  a  c l e a n  s h e e t  o n  w h i c h  t o  p l a n  a n d  e r e c t  t h e i r  l i f e ' s  
w o r k .  
S o r e n  K ,  W a l t e r  A . ,  A l b e r t S .  a n d  G e n  E d  
A b o u t  G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  o f  r e c e n t  a n d  m o r e  
d i s t a n t  v i n t a g e .  L i k e  o t h e r  a c a d e m i c s ,  I  h a v e  m a n y  o p i n i o n s - p e r h a p s  e v e n  s o m e  
k n o w l e d g e - a b o u t  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e m :  l i b e r a l  a r t s  i n  m e d i e v a l  a n d  e a r l y  m o d e m  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e  Y a l e  1 8 2 9  c u r r i c u l u m ,  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  O x f o r d  a n d  C a m b r i d g e ,  G e r m a n  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  g r a d u a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  H a r v a r d ' s  i n n o v a t i o n s  f r o m  E l i o t  t o  R o s e v s k y  a n d  
B o k ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r i s t s  f r o m  C o m e n i u s  t o  D e w e y ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  ( v o c a t i o n a l  o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l )  e d u c a t i o n ,  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m ,  e t c  .  
I n d e e d ,  I  h a v e  p r o f f e r e d  s o m e  r e m a r k s  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  d o c u m e n t ,  " A u S h a L i n K . i :  
P r o g r a m  f r o m  P a r a d i g m s " ,  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H e r e  I  o f f e r  w h a t  a p p e a r  t o  m e  m o r e  
i m p o r t a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  .  
T h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  D a n i s h  p h i l o s o p h e r  S o r e n  K i e r k e g a a r d  s u r v e y e d  t h e  
o m n i p r e s e n t ,  s y s t e m a t i c  H e g e l i a n  p h i l o s o p h y  r e g n a n t  i n  G e r m a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  c u l t u r e  
a n d  a c u t e l y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  w h i l e  H e g e l  h a d  e r e c t e d  a  s p l e n d i d ,  w h i t e  m a r b l e  p a l a c e ,  
h u m a n  b e i n g s  a c t u a l l y  d w e l t  n e x t  d o o r  i n  a  r a m s h a c k l e  s h e d .  S u c h  s e e m s  e q u a l l y  t r u e  f o r  
t h e  m a n y  s c h e m e s  o f  G e n e r a l  o r  L i b e r a l  E d u c a t i o n - i n c l u d i n g  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e  m y  o w n  
" A u S h a L i n K i " .  M o r e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  a n d  o f  i n f i n i t e l y  g r e a t e r  w e i g h t ,  s i m i l a r  c r i t i c i s m s  h a v e  
c o m e  f r o m  a  p l e t h o r a  o f  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n ' s  w e l l  w i s h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  
W a l t e r  A n n e n b e r g  a n d  A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s  p r e s i d e n t  A l b e r t  S h a n k e r .  
I n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 3  b i l l i o n a i r e  p u b l i s h e r  ( T V  G u i d e ,  e t c . )  W a l t e r  A n n e n b e r g  
d o n a t e d  h a l f  a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n .  H i s  g i f t  i s  e v e n  m o r e  g e n e r o u s  b u t  
q u i t e  u n l i k e  t h a t  m a d e  a  c e n t u r y  a g o  b y  L o r d  G i f f o r d ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  E n c y c l o p e d i a  
B r i t a n n i c a ,  t o  S c o t t i s h  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  A n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e .  L o r d  G i f f o r d  
e n d o w e d  f o u r  S c o t t i s h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w i t h  a n n u a l  l e c t u r e s h i p s  t h a t  w o u l d  b r i n g  t o  e a c h  
c a m p u s  t h e  w o r l d ' s  b r i g h t e s t  a c a d e m i c s  t o  l e c t u r e  ( a n d  p u b l i s h )  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h e s  o n  
m a n k i n d ' s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o s m o s  a n d  t o  t h e  d i v i n e ;  W i l l i a m  J a m e s ,  R h e i n h o l d  N i e b u h r ,  
G a b r i e l  M a r c e l ,  A n t h o n y  K e n n y ,  A l v i n  P l a n t i n g a ,  e t c .  w o u l d  i n  t i m e  h o l d  t h o s e  
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professorships. Annenberg's more generous gifts, by contrast, are dedicated solely to 
improve elementary and secondary public education and those institutions, Brown 
University, for example, which have clearly sought to assist public education and schools. 
As a highly successful publisher, Annenberg, we must assume, is still attentive to the 
needs of his market. 
That America's elementary, middle and secondary schools greatly need 
improvement is a familiar cry from American businesses, which must annually spend 
billions to make minimally literate even those who gain a high school diploma. And 
highly respected thinkers like Lester Thurow, Dean of MIT's Sloan School of Business, 
and Robert Reich, the Rhodes scholar companion of our President and now our Secretary 
of Labor, carefully document these needs. In his Head to Head Thurow surveys Japanese, 
German and American education, finding the latter sadly deficient. Reich, in his Work of 
Nations-a deliberate echo of Adam Smith-repackages a familiar adage to summarize 
his researches: in our global society a rising economic tide raises, he asserts, only selected 
boats, namdy, those containing oarsmen trained to manipulate symbols, whatever 
countries they work in. 
Finally, and most surprising, Albert Shanker, for thirty years president of the 
American Federation of Teachers, in various speeches and op-ed pieces flatly states (1) 
that the overwhelming majority of American school children-perhaps 90o/o-- are not 
learning much; (2) that middle class kids are getting their junior high and high school 
educations in college and (3) that most American youngsters would not be admitted to 
university in any other industrialized country. 
So as GVSU-along with many other institutions-addresses Gen Ed it would be 
well, whatever lofty goals our rhetoric establishes, to set a floor for our discussion. Let it 
be our minimum goal to make each GVSU student at graduation time as generally literate 
and numerate as their global competitors were when the latter entered their universities. 
To do less is to continue at the collegiate level the failures of American education; to do 
more, perhaps as much as AuShaLinKi suggests, is imperative. In sum, we must act 
locally now-and hopefully at both levels-in order to enable our students to think-and 
work--globally during their twenty first century. Otherwise, for each student the school 
bell tolls not a wake-up call of the spirit but a funereal tocsin of the soul. 
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